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				REACHING THE NEXT GENERATION FOR CHRIST

			

		

		
			
				The Scriptures remind us to pay attention to children and prepare them for their future leadership roles by training them in the Bible. Churches and pastors need to be involved alongside 

				parents to bring biblical education to young people. Our pastors are faithfully engaged in this process. White Fields provides our pastors with the support they need to reach out to the children and supply them with biblical training and real-life application of the love of Jesus and expres-sions of generosity that 

				supply their needs.

			

		

		
			
				“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

				Proverbs 22:6
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				precious in his sight

			

		

		
			
				After reading our pastors' reports, I engage them in our online chats to determine how they are ministering, especially to the children in their communities. Often, children are the most vulnerable members of society. In impoverished communities, they can suffer abuse and be neglected by parents who are hopeless and lack the means to feed their family. Our pastors are aware of these dangers and take special notice to come alongside and protect the children and minister to the parents.

				One of the essential steps of church growth is to raise up leaders who diligently search the Scriptures, causing an increase in their faith and application of the Word of God in their life. These people know the difficulties facing the children in their communities and can effectively minister to them. Pastor Cris in the Philippines shares a step in the process.

				Jesus said, "Let the children come to me," Mark 10:14. This statement reminds us that children are precious in His sight. One of our new church leaders, Jaraffe, is now helping Nena with the weekly children's ministry. Some of these kids were abandoned by their parents when the parents were jailed due to drug use. Other parents have separated. Often, parents left children with relatives, and these circumstances cause them to experience fear and trauma. God is using Jaraffe and Nena to minister to the spiritual needs of the children.

				Pastor Cris is our Field Director in the Philippines. He is exceedingly successful at training our pastors to minister with insight and robust outreach to the lost people. Pastor Cris shared his advice to our pastors and the children's teachers.

				We encourage the teachers to help the kids to pray and recover from their past experiences. We know the Lord has a great plan and purpose for their lives. I encourage the teachers to look specifically for kids abandoned by their parents and invite them to the group. The church intends to share the gospel with the children so they can know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. We are happy to see them participate in the activities, listening to the Bible story, coloring, drawing, and playing together.

			

		

		
			
				by Stephen Wheeler, President of White Fields
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				"TELL YOUR 

				CHILDREN OF IT,

				AND LET YOUR CHILDREN 

				TELL THEIR CHILDREN,

				AND THEIR CHILDREN 

				TO ANOTHER GENERATION."

				Joel 1:3 
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				The Japanese children are eager to hear the Bible stories.

			

		

		
			
				The students diligently learn their lessons at Graceland School.

			

		

		
			
				Our pastors put these lessons into practice, and it shows in their monthly reports. They give updates about how they see the needs of the children. When Jesus was on the earth, his disciples did not think the children were important enough to be allowed into the presence of their Rabbi. They blocked the children from coming near Jesus. It is easy for pastors to take on the same attitude the disciples had. Pastors can get busy or challenged with so many important things to accomplish. They turn all their attention to people they think are valuable and ignore the neediest members of the community, the children. We are encouraged that our pastors pay attention to ministering to children. 

				As I read our monthly reports from the pastors, I have a watchful eye making sure that they are continually looking out for the children. Here is an example from one report that encourages me that our churches are healthy. 

				As I lead the Bible study for the adults, I also see the children's spiritual needs. One of the youths in the church volunteered to teach the children's Bible study. These kids are not only spiritually destitute but also have many physical needs. The families have 

				insufficient food, clothes, or footwear. Most of the children are continually suffering hunger as their parents are unemployed due to the pandemic. Their clothes are worn out, and only a few are wearing slippers (flip-flops). Many parents rely on fishing as their source of income, but this is not sufficient for their daily needs. Their physical condition saddens me, but I see their open hearts eager to hear about Jesus despite their situation. They are excited to attend Bible studies and the feeding program after the teaching time. Pray that we can extend help to these families.

				We have found the best method to help the needy children is to provide support directly through the pastors at the local church. The pastor and his wife pour out their love to not only help the children but to strengthen the whole family. The pastor's wife comes alongside the moms to help them grow into better moms. The pastor reaches out to the men and trains them to be better husbands and fathers. As the church's families grow stronger, the church has a more significant impact transforming the whole community.
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				Pastor Tha Khup baptizes a young new believer at a river in Myanmar.

			

		

		
			
				The ministry to children takes on many forms (these are excerpts from our monthly reports):

				We petitioned God for guidance and wisdom for our Pray, Care, and Share ministry at its three locations during the Christmas season. We gave a bundle packed with essential items to the most impoverished families.

				Our children's outreach continues despite the pandemic. We thank God for the willingness of the parents and the kid's excitement to attend each weekend. I find opportunities to connect with the parents while my wife is teaching the kids.

				We did not know a new mother was struggling with her physical health since she kept this fact to herself. We were saddened to hear of her death and immediately rallied to help the family with the burial process. They needed much help with finances and support. The Bible study group gathered around the family with monetary contributions and gifts, taking turns to spend time with the family.

				This month was another victory because the current music group has started training the next generation, the junior youth, to become a part of the worship team. We are discovering many potential future church leaders.

				We were able to hold a Christmas celebration with the kids in our village. We praise God for His special provision, from the food, gifts, and toys to the volunteers who assisted my wife with the kids. Three of the children's parents volunteer to help. God used two people to donate used toys for the kids.

			

		

		
			
				The ministry to children takes on many different facets. The pastor’s wife often coordinates the outreach and ministry to the needs of the children. Then, as adults in the church grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord, they begin to volunteer as helpers. Often the simplest demonstration of kindness makes the biggest difference to a child; a used toy at Christmas, a bowl of beans for a hungry tummy, or a lesson to teach them how to play the guitar.

				Your partnership allows us to support the ministry of our pastors to reach these children in need. Through your generous gifts we can fulfill the words of Christ our Savior.

				And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me” (Matthew 18:2-5).
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				EXHIBITING THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST DURING THE COVID CRISIS

			

		

		
			
				by James Fazio, Dean of Bible and Theology at Southern California Seminary, 

				and Board Member of White Fields

			

		

		
			
				There isn’t a Christian ministry that hasn’t felt the impact of COVID-19 in one way or another. We’ve all been intimately acquainted with conflict within the church concerning ministry philosophy amidst the range of challenges that the global pandemic presented us in 2020.

				Pastors across America have dealt with questions about how to minister to the diverse needs of the Church, ranging from concerns for the elderly to young families with children. 

				Ministry has never been “one-size-fits-all”. Every time we scroll through Facebook, we are reminded that there is no shortage of opinions about how the Church should best display the presence of Christ on earth in a very practical and tangible way.

				There’s no question that Christians are dealing with unprecedented fears, anxieties, health concerns, besides a whole host of other social and political upheavals, such as this past year has 

				brought us, and churches across America have been at a crossroads concerning how to proceed with Christian ministry in changing times.

				As we’ve debated the virtue of gathering in-person, online, in small groups, and the range of options that have divided Christians across America about how to best accommodate the shifting needs of America’s churches, it becomes easy to lose focus of the diverse needs addressing so many of our international church plants, where COVID presents so much more than a modal inconvenience.

				Over the past year, as American churches have crunched numbers to determine 25% capacity, spacing protocols for outdoor venues, and how to keep direct sunlight off congregants—pastors in Uganda, The Philippines, Myanmar, Japan, and the Middle East have all been presented with unique challenges that have made ministering to village churches and unique cultures exceedingly difficult.

			

		

		
			
				The pastors in the Philippines gather at the White Fields offices as they follow the government protocol so they can legally serve their people.
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				For instance, in the Middle East, from March to June 2020, there were severe quarantine protocols implemented by the government. All public gatherings of any kind were prohibited, and the only companies permitted to stay open were pharmacies and small food shops (like convenient stores). All car traffic was forbidden unless a permit was granted by the government in special cases. Otherwise, people could only get to these places for essential meds or food via foot. 

				For the churches, this meant that all ministries were moved to online services and meetings over Zoom for a few months. While this serves to frustrate ministry efforts within the church, one can imagine what an even greater challenge this poses to introducing the gospel to those who are in need of hope in Jesus Christ.

				One testimony from Pastor I, who serves in an impoverished part of the city, reports that many of the people within their district that they minister to were affected more by the economy's shutdown than the infection of the virus. Pastor I made it a point to try and care for the church’s monetary needs early on. Much of their funds went to providing help for those that worked day to day jobs or that lost their jobs early on.

				Pastor I and his team seized an opportunity to serve the community in some of the earliest and scariest days of the pandemic. The government had just mandated the initial quarantine when even convenient stores and bakeries were closed. The government planned to send buses to every part of the city to distribute essentials: bread, water, and cigarettes (not kidding). Pastor I asked for permission to be on the front lines of distributing bread and water to people in their community, and the government gave them permission to break quarantine for this purpose.

				Pastor I reported: We were able to invite people into our Zoom services from Syria, where they had otherwise not had a church service to attend. We plan on streaming our services in some way going forward for people like this that we would not be able to reach in person.

				His ministry team split up each of the members of the congregation into care groups so that they could distribute ministry touch points among the leaders. This ensured that everyone had some interaction, mostly sharing prayer requests and needs with one of the church leaders each week. Even though this was virtual interaction, this was a greater amount of interaction and consistency from the leaders to the whole congregation.

				In-person fellowship went from non-existent to sparse as the government continued to have periodic shutdowns even months after “reopening” their economy; they especially limited gatherings of any kind. Most of the fellowship happened from pastors and leaders visiting members of their congregation in their homes as much as they could. Pastor O noted that his people were desperate for interaction with people from outside their family members.

				All of the pastors described their people as having a lot of fear from their communities, but that was mainly from non-believers or immature believers. One of the groups that Pastor O meets with for Bible study consists of a lot of cousins and relatives that were mostly all non-believers from a Druze background. He said all the questions that they had before about Christ and salvation took on a lot more weight as they read the global headlines and death totals of the virus. Shortly after meeting with them for the first couple of times after the quarantine, a husband and wife from that group asked to be baptized! 

			

		

		
			
				Middle East Pastors Serve Diligently
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				And many others from the family were there to witness (with excitement) as their relatives made this commitment to the Lord public.

				Overall, I’m surprised (and I know I shouldn’t be) by the impact that these pastors have been able to have not just on their congregations of believers but in the non-believing community as well. Despite being in a country categorically under-resourced, these pastors served with a ton of energy and effectiveness and with a ton of joy. This seems to lift their congregations and less mature believers that were struggling to have hope.

				Ministers in the Middle East seemed to be more ready and expectant than many ministers that I witnessed elsewhere for the suffering caused by the pandemic—both the spread of the disease and the decline of the economy. I wouldn’t say the church has spread more, or that gospel outreach has been more effective, but I would say that the ministers and much of their congregations seem unmoved and eager to take this experience into the future. I believe they will take with them a more fervent desire for face-to-face fellowship and a more urgent seeking after of those that are lost and dying; to those who seem to be somewhat more familiar with the reality that they are lost and dying because of the effects of the pandemic.

			

		

		
			
				Middle East map
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				The Philippine Pastors Deliver Relief

			

		

		
			
				Thanks to generous gifts by our partners, we provided food items for those hardest hit

				by the lockdowns.

			

		

		
			
				Similar circumstances confronted the churches in the Philippines. The health pandemic led to community and church lockdowns in the Philippines, where believers were prohibited from gathering together. Consequently, the lockdown forced churches to navigate online platforms and use social media through mobile devices to reach out to members. The digital churches came into being, maximizing YouTube or other available Apps to listen to God’s Word in place of the Sunday Services. Bible studies were done online via Zoom or another meeting platform. Visitation was done through a personal call or digital meeting apps. Many pastors and leaders grabbed this opportunity to reach out not only to the active members of the church but also to the inactive members.

			

		

		
			
				The lockdown confined people at home, making them spiritually hungry, yet the connectivity removed these barriers and opened many people’s hearts to bring them back to God. Considering this, the digital church has become borderless, reaching not only the members but also the people in the various parts of the globe. It was also noteworthy to mention that many other people our pastors do not know but are friends with on Facebook were referred to watch the Online Church Services or take part in other online church activities.

				Despite the seemingly positive paradigm shift in the churches, the ministry is somewhat limited considering that third world countries have low connectivity to the internet, no connectivity at all, or no cell phone or gadget that can be used to reach them. Children’s ministry is seen as one of the most important ministries in the church, and that has been neglected since the children were not allowed to go out of their houses.

				The strict implementation of restriction imprisoned people in their own homes for safety purposes, inhibiting them from performing their daily outdoor routines. For some time, people were deprived of 
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				Our pastors delivered food to the poorest day laborers who were

				unable to work during the lockdowns.

			

		

		
			
				spiritual nourishment from pastors and church leaders but were prompted to explore the Bible on their own. Along with the development and acclimatization in the COVID scenario, people became adept at online platforms and maximized social media use. Their thirst for God’s Word opened new windows of opportunity for non-believers to accept online Bible studies and for believers to delve into the Word of God and be more proactive in Bible studies and related church activities.

				The church had more online activities and training, seeing the opportunity for re-tooling and upskilling for the members and leaders.

				Middle to low-income earners were forced to stop their work due to the closure of industries. Church members with not much financial capability suffered greatly; this created an opportunity for pastors and church leaders to share this burden to well-off Christians who eventually shared finances and other resources through food packs and bundles of joy for distribution, particularly to the most affected. Pastors and leaders were collaborating in the distribution of food packs to those in need. A number of people exhibited generosity.

				After some time, businesses were opened, and some church members have started working again; still, many lost their jobs due to their companies' bankruptcy. Public transportation was not available, forcing people to walk long miles. Corollary to this, a flexible working condition became popularly called work-from-home for those who could conduct business digitally.

				On the other side, church offerings suffered greatly, and monthly bills accumulated and were not settled due to limited budget. This prompted the government to issue a staggered payment of bills on electricity, water, and other utilities and social services.

				Many members of the church are affected emotionally and psychologically. Depression and suicidal tendencies have increased. Due to the financial crisis, domestic violence has increased. During pastoral visitation, after some time, they learned of a few cases of families who were not able to eat for three days and others unable to have regular meals during the day.
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				The response to COVID in Myanmar has been mixed. COVID lockdown has caused some church ministries to be lazy in the ministry of God. Everyone stays at home, and people are not attending church. No one is allowed to visit others or gather together in groups. Nevertheless, as a result of people staying at home, the White Fields’ pastors have encouraged them to have their own family worship time, prayer time, and Bible reading time. Couples have more time to be together with their spouses as well as their family members, which causes good relationships among the family.

				The changes have impacted the local congregations by producing new ideas for activities and fellowship methods, such as Zoom meetings, Messenger meetings, WhatsApp, Viber, and connecting through online talking. We can do Bible study, prayer meetings, and worship services on Zoom meetings.

			

		

		
			
				Myanmar Promotes Family Worship

			

		

		
			
				Pastor Rem delivers food relief but mostly sits to listen and bring encouragement to an elderly lady. 

			

		

		
			
				In our Field Director, Thawng Nei Bil’s church, members and their families have family worship time, Bible reading time, and prayer times regularly, which they seldom did before the COVID restrictions.

				Pastor Thawng shares that two pastors shared with him about the atmosphere; they said they feel like strangers to their communities.

				Are people more open to pastoral care? One pastor said, Most of my members are more open than before COVID. As a result, I have more boldness in counseling my members because I understood that all people have the same position and condition through COVID. The virus does not differentiate between rich and poor or Christian as opposed to a non-believer, so everyone must be focused on their relationship with the Lord.

				Several positive results are happening in ministry as a result of the COVID restrictions. The COVID restrictions taught and reminded people to think of themselves as being mortal. COVID reminds us all that men are created the same, rich and poor, wise and foolish, etc. The restrictions have caused family unity, love for one another, and care for each other. It has created a greater longing for the church worship time and the fellowship with other believers.

			

		

		
			
				Pastor Aye Min Thun delivers food to 

				a needy family in Myanmar.
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				Uganda Overcomes False Teaching

			

		

		
			
				Among the most challenging fields to minister in against the backdrop of COVID has been one of the countries least touched by the global pandemic. Nevertheless, political and social constraints have wreaked a toll on the ministry efforts in the country. When the Government announced the country’s lockdown, it made it a stay-at-home lockdown; no one was free to travel to work and back home. No gatherings were allowed at all. Our White Fields construction workers could maintain their job on the Graceland Elementary buildings only by living onsite. We provided their meals and gave the salary to their wives at home so they could purchase supplies.

			

		

		
			
				The lockdown ceased all worship services, open-air meetings for evangelism, counseling sessions, and ceremonial services like weddings. Family members only could meet at their homes. This made it hard to keep in touch with the brethren at church for services or even do home visits. We could only hear from each other on phones (but not all have phones in the communities we serve), and in emergencies, we were allowed to visit but only with permission from government officials. Many people in the church became discouraged. It also brought in spiritual loneliness because of the lack of fellowship. Those who were still young in their walk with Christ were adversely affected since they had not yet been grounded in their faith. When the government finally allowed us to visit, some openly said, “I had stopped taking alcohol, but I started taking it again during the lockdown.”

				Additionally, many false teachers have risen, claiming that these are the last days and the beginning of the antichrist government and 666, the number of the beast. They are trying to lead the people away from true Christianity and join their cult. That requires our pastors to protect the flock, giving wise biblical counsel for how to live.

			

		

		
			
				The pastors overcame these limitations by securing special permission to visit homeswith emergencies. With this permission, the ministry would be done through sharing of theWord, prayers, and counseling.

				Also, we sought special permission from the government to allow us to visit needy homes to supply them with food. This was done when we received help from White Fields to purchase food for the families in need. As we distributed the food, we were able to share God’s Word, counsel the people, and pray with the families. 
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				This was such a great encouragement to the families we visited and an opportunity to share the love of Christ with the neighbors.

				Through this approach of seeking permission, we were able to reach a number of homes that had challenges even those who were not attending fellowship with God’s Embassy. Our pastors would visit them, and some of these visits resulted in the families giving their lives to Christ.

			

		

		
			
				The impact of COVID restrictions has been both good and bad. Bad in the sense that lack of fellowship has led to discouragement. The lack of counseling has led to some family challenges like domestic violence. The lockdown impacted food supply for those families that depend on hand-to-mouth employment, and since they were not able to work, it became a challenge for them to sustain their families during the lockdown. The lack of meals at home affected the churches; it is challenging to minister to hungry stomachs.

				Nevertheless, the people adjusted. For many homes, the parents took the responsibility of leading their families to have worship services at home. Churches shifted from church buildings to homes, and fathers became pastors of their families. This new change demanded explaining to parents how to lead a home fellowship. The pastor conducted this training by a one-on-one visit or by a phone call to the father. The emphasis was on praise and worship by singing, reading the Bible, and praying for different family and community needs. We met some challenges, especially in homes with only their children as our members—the parents are still attending false religious churches where only “Reverends” are allowed to lead in worship. In such cases, we encouraged them to try to be leaders of their families; to pray together by hosting a “service” in their homes.

			

		

		
			
				One of the ministry goals is to strengthen a family unit based on God’s Word and be the source of godly influence in the community. Our churches have begun to achieve this during the pandemic. Many lessons have been learned, and we are looking at improving this model for future ministry. Our goal will be to train each family to reach out to another family in its neighborhood with help, just as in the great commission of Jesus Christ.

				The atmosphere is still intense and full of suspicion. John Matadora, our pastor in Kinyamahwa, says, It is still hard for many people to come to church; they are still afraid of contracting the virus. This is so because the government only allows adults to attend the services; the elderly and the young ones are not allowed to fellowship yet. Secondly, some people are still in fear of the virus; thus, they have an excuse not to risk coming to church.

				Many homes are no longer welcoming our visits as before since they cannot afford to purchase the supplies required to put in place the Standard Operating Procedures that are needed before accepting visitors in a home—like sanitizing all the surfaces and providing soap for washing hands to everyone who visits. We hope our church can assist some of these homes that host fellowship groups by purchasing the materials the government suggests for hosting a fellowship.

				In Kikarara, the risk is high since the community has its borders with Congo, and the pandemic has many more death cases in Congo than in Uganda. The government has 
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				restricted movements to and from this community for quite some time. This, in turn, made the people of this community quite unwelcome to visitors because they didn’t know who might visit them and bring the virus. Even now that the restrictions have been eased, they still feel like visitors should not be welcome in their communities. Their fear is making them initiate watchdog responsibilities from family to family, guarding against anyone welcoming visitors. They are no longer eager to attend church service since they are not sure who is coming to the service and are fearful that the service might put their lives at risk. Only the committed believers attend church services.

				Much of the virus’s sensitization has been from television and radio stations, making people afraid but lacking adequate information about the virus. Because radio advertisers are announcing that hand sanitizers should have over 60% alcohol, some people have developed a myth that if alcohol is used to wash hands and prevents the virus, how about drinking the alcohol? They say, “Drinking the alcohol will do better than washing hands with it.” So, many have resorted to drinking crude waragi (an alcoholic drink made from ripe bananas or sugar cane). This has led to a higher rate of drinking and many are becoming drunkards and having the challenges that come with it.

				In Katobo, the people are more informed but are still reluctant to get back to church fellowship since they have seen families that have lost their loved ones to the pandemic. The people also see that the cost of treating the virus is very high. Because they don’t have funds to receive treatment, they are having less contact with people and are less involved in fellowship Bible studies and other church activities.

				On the one hand, people are afraid of the virus. Much of their anxiety is based on the fact that they can’t afford treatment if they are infected. Since they don’t have the means to 

			

		

		
			
				pay for the intensive care expenses, they are afraid they will die, so their only option is not to catch it.

				One benefit that we are seeing is many people are open to pastoral care. The virus, though challenging, has caused people to understand that God has the final say. Since the virus can be severe and is spreading, one needs to put his way right with God. Many are open and need to hear the truth of the gospel. Some families have been calling us to visit them in their homes for prayers. But they want you to come with a mask on and use a sanitizer. They need God but also want to be protected from the virus. We are accommodating these people so we can share the gospel with them.

				Many are anxious to get back to normal but are still afraid since there is no vaccine yet to help them gain confidence in their daily interactions. On the other hand, it has also led them to trust in God more to care for them, placing their hope for the future with God.

				1. It has become clear that it is very important to love and serve God as a family more than just as an individual. A family united in the Word of God and prayer grows stronger together despite the challenges they face. Families have eventually become an evangelistic opportunity to share the source of comfort they can have in the trying times; this has led families to reach out to the neighboring families and lead them to faith.

				2. Strictness to follow the Standard Operating Procedures issued by the government has improved people’s hygiene though there are still issues of affordability due to high poverty levels in villages. These are generally accepted practices that will help the whole community be healthier.

				3. The radio ministry’s impact has been of great significance because people hear the truth. Other communities are asking that we put our radio messages on stations that reach into their areas. These new communities are in Kanungu and Ntungamo districts. We have opened some small group fellowships in these communities, and if God allows, we will plant churches there.

			

		

		
			
				16

			

		

		
			
				WHITE FIELDS

			

		

	
		
			
				Japan Pastors Seek To Regain Fellowship

			

		

		
			
				As we considered above, the ever-pressing demands of the minister of Christ are not seasonal. They are constant. Whether in the Middle East, Philippines, Myanmar, Uganda, or Japan, the work of the gospel must go forward. Despite the changing times and the increased challenges that may come, the apostle Paul reminds us of how the burden that is laid upon the minister of Christ, “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast about, for I am under compulsion; for woe to me if I do not preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:16).

				We are blessed by the stories of faithful servants of Christ who are serving globally despite the fears, social anxieties, and the ever-present reminder of the impact of sin and death on our world. Their testimony is a reminder that we serve “the living God who was dead, and behold is alive forevermore. Amen. And I hold the keys of Hades and of Death” (Revelation 1:18).

				Pray for our pastors that they would labor in this present age with a view to the coming age. That their efforts would remain constant, despite the challenges, and that they would have wisdom and grace to navigate the difficulties that are sure to arise. May the Lord be honored by their efforts, and may we join their efforts through our prayers and faithful support.

			

		

		
			
				Finally, there is the longest standing field that White Fields has been steadily tending over the past six decades—Japan. Shortly after World War II, White Fields had the unique privilege of ministering to the needs of national church planters in Japan and has continued to sow the seeds of the gospel into this hard ground for all this time.

				The response to COVID in Japan is quite different than many of the other countries, and yet, in some ways, not too different from what we’ve seen here in America. Some of the pioneer church plants have been impacted financially. They have lost churchgoers, and also offerings have decreased because of having to move the services online.

				Nearly all churches in Japan have moved to a fully online streaming worship service and prayer meetings, and nearly all other meetings and events have been canceled.

				The pastors in Japan lament that social distancing has weakened their fellowship with the believers. 

				Whereas it was the practice for most churches to eat lunch together after the Sunday service and enjoy the fellowship together, this activity has been entirely lost. Churches in Japan are no longer breaking bread together. This has forced a very sudden ‘digitalization’ of the church in a culture that is very reluctant to change.

				Like in America, many believers hesitate to congregate due to the virus, even in areas not as affected. There is fear, as much of the Christian population is elderly and considered high risk. What’s more, many of these same elderly people do not have internet access, so there is a real problem of isolation, making the ministry needs in Japan especially poignant at this time.

				The pastors report that anxiety concerning the virus is very high, and people’s spiritual needs are not being met through digital efforts. Be in prayer for the church in Japan and especially our pastors as they seek to minister to the diverse needs of the people.
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				THE POWER OF PRAYER

			

		

		
			
				Prayer is the most powerful weapon in our arsenal to fight spiritual warfare. God grants us access to the throne of grace through Jesus Christ, our high priest. Every book of the Bible includes records of God’s people going to Him in prayer. The Apostle Paul said, “You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.” - 2 Corinthians 1:11
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				The prayers of contrite people bring answers from God. Through answered prayers, God receives glory, praise, and thanksgiving. We have the privilege to bring our requests to the Creator of the universe. That God would allow us to worship Him and extol His goodness and omnipotence is believable, but to realize that the Almighty God of the universe encourages us to bring our needs directly to His throne is incredible. This privilege is seen throughout the pages of Scripture.

				The Apostle Paul called on the Corinthian church to ask God to provide for his needs in ministry. Intercession is saying a prayer on behalf of someone else. Paul recognized the tremendous power unleashed when intercessors pray. He called on many people to pray with the result that many people will give thanks for God’s blessings. Answers to prayer ignite thanksgiving to God. The result of our intercession is not higher praise of ourselves but rather a multiplication of the worship given to God. 

				Intercessory prayer is the basis of our ministry at White Fields. Despite the physical distance between us, we partner together with our White Fields pastors and churches through prayer. We rejoice as our brothers and sisters give thanksgiving to God for answered prayers.

			

		

		
			
				We experienced the power of prayer while launching the church in Garuka, Uganda. Near the end of 2019, our short-

				term team from the USA evangelized in the village with our pastors from the sister churches around Rukungiri. The response to the gospel was overwhelming, with many families coming to faith in Jesus Christ. Pastor Able was appointed to become the pastor of the new church in Garuka, and the next step was to purchase a property as a permanent location for the church.

				Pastor Onesimus updated me on the progress of the property purchase. Onesimus negotiated a price with the owner in our budget range. When Onesimus arrived with the funds, the owner raised the price. This is not uncommon in the African setting. I gave Onesimus a range of extra funds and encouraged him to try to negotiate for the lowest price possible to use the remaining funds for the church. Onesimus again negotiated all day, finally settling on half of the extra range we had approved.

			

		

		
			
				The Power of Prayer 

				Brings Answers

			

		

		
			
				by Stephen Wheeler, President of White Fields
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				On the next day, Onesimus was surprised by a new hurdle. The man’s first wife refused to sign the papers to approve the sale officially. Polygamy is legal in Uganda. The first wife wanted half of the total purchase price paid to her, and the man refused to give her any funds from the negotiated amount. The increased amount put the sale outside our available funds, and after long talks, Onesimus shared that we were at a standstill.

				I was in Myanmar teaching at the Bible college in Yangon along with Dr. Alex Granados, the chairman of our board. In our morning devotions with the students, I explained the stalemate we were facing and asked them to come before our Lord and pray for a solution. We spent a half-hour with thirty students praying for wisdom and that God would resolve our dilemma. At the end of the prayer time, a thought came to my mind. I told Onesimus, “Be a pastor.” I suggested he negotiate with the woman as though he was her pastor and not a businessman.

				Onesimus replied, “Pastor Steve, that is a good idea.” He sat with the woman and listened. She spoke of her difficulties. “The man ignores my children. My roof leaks. The man only cares for his younger wives.”

				“That is not right. You two, go fix her roof.” Onesimus showed compassion. He started the ministry team on solving these problems. Two of our men repaired the leaking roof; another brought clothes from the Touch of Grace ministry to clothe the children. The woman asked Onesimus, “What kind of church are you?” He explained the gospel, sharing the love and compassion that we show because of God’s love for us.

				Everything changed. The woman agreed to the purchase with a request of enough money to feed her children and pay their school fees. Onesimus spoke to the husband, “She is your first wife; you need to take care of her.” The husband provided this amount out of the funds he was receiving for the property. The woman decided that her village needed a church like ours in her community, and we purchased the property.

				We provided a tarp to give the Garuka church cover from rain and sun as they began to gather for worship. During the past year, due to the restrictions enacted by the government, they did not meet for public worship, but many home visits and Bible studies took place. People were saved. The church members began to gather poles to hold the tarp in place, and they began to construct a sturdier stick and mud building. 
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				Students in Myanmar Bible College pray for wisdom and a solution for the Garuka property purchase.
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				The local church members gathered the wood poles and donated them for the tarp roof.
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				with a tarp roof as it shows how poor their God is. He told everyone present that they should not participate in a poor church with a poor God.

				That week, members of the church went to God and implored him to help them build a better roof because they did not want their neighbors to think that God is poor. They believed in the gospel of Jesus Christ, that God had given them the free gift of salvation by faith. They wanted God to defend His character and integrity. They had already sacrificed much for their church by reserving poles from their gathered firewood to build the structure to hold the tarp roof. They prayed for what they knew was impossible. They had no idea how God would supply them with enough for a permanent roof.

			

		

		
			
				Around the end of 2020, partners of White Fields made a significant donation and designated funds toward building a permanent roof of iron sheets. Several churches wanted to donate special funds towards a project. They chose the Garuka roof project, making a size expansion possible and including a water tank to provide clean water to all the neighbors in the community.

				The week I expected to give the final go-ahead on the project, something happened that shows how God times all events to fulfill his ultimate purposes. On a Friday at the end of March, I spoke with Pastor Onesimus about the project and approved it to start. He decided to visit Garuka on Sunday and share the news with them. No one at the church had any idea that we were gathering funds to build a permanent metal roof with a concrete floor. 

				But that past week, the bishop of another religion had arrived in town to conduct a funeral. The leaders of his church teach that to go to heaven, you must make quarterly payments to their church and give money any time the local pastors need projects done. In addition to all these payments, they say that if you want to be guaranteed entry to heaven, you must pay a large sum of money to have the bishop conduct your funeral and place his staff on your casket. When this bishop was speaking at the funeral, he told the people never to attend a church 

			

		

		
			
				God already knew what they needed. When Pastor Onesimus shared the news with the Garuka church members that construction work would start on a permanent roof that week, the believers erupted in prayers and songs of praise to God. He had answered their prayers beyond what they could even imagine. God receives glory for answers to prayer. 

				When the people were encompassed by misery, they placed themselves in the face of mercy and grace. They begged God to provide even when they had no reasonable means to fulfill their request. They asked God to do something that was entirely outside their own capability to accomplish. In His omniscient will, God had already provided the solution and answered their prayers. 

			

		

		
			
				Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

				Ephesians 3:20–21
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				visit www.whitefields.org to pray for our pastors. 

				prayer reports are regularly updated on our website.
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				The spiritual harvest of new believers after a church service in Garuka.
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				God’s Economy 

				How the Biblical Provision of Material Blessings Advances the Gospel 

			

		

		
			
				I still remember standing on Seoul Tower and looking down at the city’s skyline below and the nearly ten million people living there. It was almost unthinkable that the great and sprawling city had been rubble sixty years before. At the time, I was also humbled by the nature of the church in South Korea, which, in their zeal for the gospel, were willing to send missionaries to the United States to proclaim Christ.

				Oftentimes, as Christians, our focus is narrowly on the spiritual aspects of the gospel message. This is proper in many respects as it is salvation through Christ alone that leads to an eternity with God. Yet, as the spiritual gifts in Acts were an outward sign of God’s blessing upon his church, the practice of God’s wisdom in one’s daily life carries with it a tangible blessing that glorifies God and demonstrates his Lordship and authority.

				Solomon rightfully said, “The blessing of the Lord makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.”1 Does this mean that those in Christ have no sorrows? Of course not! Any Christian can testify to the words of that same teacher Solomon, “There is a righteous person who perishes in his righteousness, and there is an evil person who prolongs his life in his evildoing.”2 The reason being, that while God’s promises are true, the world is still broken and groaning under the burden of sin.

				Yet even while we accept the reality of a fallen world, the blessings of the Lord, even in the present time, are very real, visible, and often tied to the conduct of a believer. In Solomon’s words, “If you are wise, you are wise for yourself, if you are foolish, you alone will bear it.”3 In that sense, we cannot deny that obedience to God’s law produces current and tangible benefits. Just as abstaining from sin is a blessing to the believer in avoiding the pains and baggage that come with such sin, obeying God’s affirmative commands carries benefits.
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				by Russell Emmons, MBA, JD

				Treasurer, Board Member of White Fields
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				In that respect, no Christian can deny that one of God’s commands is to work. Not only is this command contained in God’s commands to Israel, “Six days shall you labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God.”4 Yet this command came even earlier, 

				even before the fall of man, when we learn that “The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.”5 So, how does this apply to the Mission of White Fields?

				White Fields was founded on the premise that local pastors could shepherd local congregations and be developed into sustainable churches without needing regular infusions from the outside. Sometimes, the question is asked, what does an evangelistic and church planting organization have to gain by giving farm animals to the congregation? Is this just another form of western outside support? Won’t the people sell the animals and buy alcohol? To understand the answer, one must understand the philosophy of work and the responsibility of the church to provide for tangible as well as spiritual needs.

				In the Epistle of James, the author addressed the question of a spirituality detached from works. In the author’s words, “If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?” Thereafter, the author makes the oft-quoted statement that “faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”6

				When White Fields expanded from planting churches in Japan and began to support church planting in impoverished countries like Uganda and Myanmar, the organization faced a challenge. The usual method of stepping down support for pastors had limitations. When a church’s congregation was facing starvation, how could they support their pastor? Direct aid could be sent, but once it was consumed, what could the church do? How could the church become sustainable? The answer came in the form of knowledge, capital, and the outward workings of transformed lives.

				1 Proverbs 10:22 ESV

				2 Ecclesiastes 7:15 ESV

				3 Proverbs 9:12 ESV

				4 Exodus 20:9-10a ESV

				5 Genesis 2:15 ESV

				6 James 2:16-17 ESV

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				24

			

		

		
			
				WHITE FIELDS

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Uganda

				White Fields opened our ministry in Uganda in 2015, and as the gospel spread, the seeds of the poverty solutions grew from an obvious problem, the community did not have clean water. The existing ponds were defiled by the outflow from local toilets and waste-water sources. The solution: build a well or water storage tank for the church. In what would become White Fields common first step in Poverty Solutions was hiring the local church members to construct a new water tank harvesting rainfall from the roof of God’s Embassy Church in Katobo, Rukungiri. Once the water tank was built and filled with clean rainwater, the most important part of Poverty Solutions happened. The church allowed all community members to receive water for free.

				In this way, it was more than just the placement of a water tank, but an opportunity to invest in the church congregation and share Christ’s love with the surrounding area. The materials to build the tanks were available in the local markets of Uganda, and church members were selected and trained to build more tanks. As Christians, they were compelled to share these new skills for the glory of God, and the skills could be used to provide for their families. This started what would eventually blossom into a renewal of the area as God blessed the efforts of White Fields, its partners, and the local church to create sustainable blessings and advance the gospel of Jesus Christ.

				With a sustainable “home base” in Rukungiri, now equipped with fresh water and the open doors that the generosity brought, the church could expand outwards and impact the surrounding area. Two hours walk away in Katoonya, the Field Director, Pastor Onesimus, and White Fields President, Steve Wheeler, visited the property of a Muslim man to purchase land for a church. When he heard that the property would be used to build a Christian church, he embraced Steve Wheeler and said, “I have been praying for you to come.”

				By 2016 White Fields had purchased two brickmaking machines, one for buildings and one for water tanks, and more local believers were being trained to build water tanks and buildings. What was asked in return: they needed to build the church. In this way, the believers could be blessed with an opportunity to feed their families, experience the blessing of the Lord, and be blessed by donating to support their local church. The laborers—local church members—built homes for the widows in the congregation, and the area’s renewal continued to advance.

				The new church in Katoonya was blessed with a water tank and a roof, expanding the church’s influence for the glory of God. So, the influence and effects of this work continued to blossom and spread out from the home church in Rukungiri.
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				“Identifying the poor, 

				not just those without material possessions, 

				but those where the ground was fallow, 

				was essential to proper stewardship” 
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				Then, in 2017, disaster spurred new development in White Fields’ approach to the region. After a disastrous famine, White Fields began sending local direct relief to the most desperate. Direct relief could only be the first step, however, and with the blessing of God and the support of White Fields’ partners—food, and fuel to bring the food, were provided to the local communities. Then came an essential next step importing the skills to create water storage tanks and train people to farm, providing food for their families even in times of famine.

				White Fields’ Poverty Solutions program worked with church leaders to identify people in the congregation who would accept the gifts and exercise proper stewardship. In the words of the proverb, “The fallow ground of the poor would yield much food, but it is swept away through injustice.”7 Identifying the poor, not just those without material possessions, but those where the ground was fallow, was essential to proper stewardship by the church. A widow in the congregation received a pig and generously gave from the litter a female piglet to another widow in the congregation who then 

				could raise her own pigs. When the Lord blessed her efforts, she was able to sell the pigs and save enough money to purchase a cow.

				The Lord continued to bless all Poverty Solutions work, 

				both to provide for his church and produce fruit for 

				generosity. Some of the earliest efforts in Uganda were water tank construction and brickmaking. In return, they donated their efforts and time to construct a physical 

				structure for the church, medical facility, an elementary school, and a workshop.

				Similar investments in training for farming allowed the congregation to grow food. This, coupled with training in farming techniques and seed reclamation, allowed the church to sustain its farms even without outside support. And the fruit of their labor? Our President brought back photos of the local church presenting their offerings of food to the Lord. Where there was once no church, the church is now sustainable. God used the gifts of White Fields supporters and blessed the church’s efforts in Uganda for His glory and the blessing of his people.

				In addition to brickmakers, the church in Uganda is now training metalworkers and welders. In addition to farming crops, the church is now growing, and some members are raising pigs or cattle. The community outside the church is being blessed by the congregation who, through the blessing of the Lord of their work, are generously contributing back 

				to the church and the community for the glory of God.

			

		

		
			
				Throughout this process, White Fields provides supervisors who travel to the homes of the church members to equip them with training and provide for their needs. The generosity of the church in Uganda 

				has been humbling.

				With the outbreak of COVID-19, and the shutdowns that followed, the church in Uganda and White Fields have ministered to those church members in the most need: widows and single mothers, and the work continues. With the resources from charitable donations to White Fields’ Poverty Solutions Gift Catalog, the resources can be provided to give further training and support to the church and contribute to the work of Christ in Uganda.

				7 Proverbs 13:23

				Article continues with the work in Myanmar . . .
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				Myanmar

				In different fields, the work has grown organically in different ways. In 2014, the government in Myanmar began making loans to citizens to start businesses, but unlike other citizens of the country, the Christians were told that they must turn to their church if they wanted any support. White Fields took that challenge to support and uphold the church, equipping it to be self sustaining in its support of the church members.

				One church found itself pelted by rocks by the surrounding community. In a place where there was very little fresh water, the church decided to dig a ninety-foot well into the ground. This allowed the church members to have fresh water as needed. As in Uganda, the church went even further and offered the water for free to the church’s community. When the church first began, the neighbors would throw rocks (a common form of persecution in Myanmar) because they did not want Christians to gather in their community. Pastor Tin Saw said that 

			

		

		
			
				persecution was intense and that sometimes the rocks came through the bamboo leaf walls and hurt when they struck someone attending church. After the well was dug and the neighbors were offered to have the clean water for free, the former rock-throwers repented, believed in Jesus, and humbly became members of the congregation because of the hard work of the church and the generosity prompted by the Holy Spirit.

				A year later, in 2015, when natural disasters struck Myanmar, the church began delivering food to families who had lost crops. There is no safety net in places far from the west, and disaster can wipe out significant gains. As a result, the work of the church requires persistence, patience, and, yes, hard work. What would be a simple matter in the United States requires a commitment to the process.

				The outgrowth of the well project and the natural conditions of Myanmar spurred different projects 

			

		

		
			
				than in Uganda. In 2017, White Fields partnered with Pastor Rem in the delta region of Myanmar to replace a wooden bamboo bridge frequently washed out by storms with a permanent bridge. This allowed those in the surrounding regions access into the church and their houses across the river (and precious drinking water) and provided a means for the church to reach outward and expand the gospel of Christ. Each material blessing to the local community could be used to further the gospel and draw the needy to Christ. Nothing could be wasted.

				In 2017, at the church in the drought-plagued Chin State plains, the original ninety-foot well dug by hand was increased to three hundred feet, and a diesel pump was added. Not only was the church able to provide water to the community, but by hard work and the blessing of the Lord, the 

				new well would not run dry even during the driest summer when there was a drought.
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				the need for further support

				As all this work demonstrates, the transformation of a community through the gospel, like the transformation of an indivi-dual through the gospel, is never stagnant. The gospel is either advancing effecting continual transformation, or declining through the church’s entropy and using up the previously accomplished gains by their labor. Therefore, in the same way, local communities working towards sustainable churches cannot be stagnant. The well cannot stay at ninety feet forever; there has to be forward motion. Yet this comes with difficulty because support from outside is hard to obtain, and there are always more needs. Yet White Fields can use the resources from outside a country to equip the local church with knowle-dge and resources. We can empower them not only to sustain themselves but to continue the work of expanding God’s Kingdom to their surrounding communities.
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				CALL TO ACTION

				Your donation will supply the start-up capital to set up a family into work, so they become self-sufficient.

				Your intercessory prayers can bring the answers and provision of God for those in need.

				Pray for our pastors today; visit our website at www.whitefields.org for updated prayer requests or call our 

				 office at (760) 846-8610 to have a prayer report sent to you.

				You can donate online or mail a check to our P.O. Box. Make an investment by supporting national pastors.

				Our God is not poor. How will God use you today to deliver an answer to prayer? 

				As we have seen in these stories, God can use you to be the resource and the answer to prayers.
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				The gospel will impact every crevice, every aspect, every corner of the believer’s life. There is nothing that it will not eventually transform.
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				Pastor Yuta Nakayama serves in a country with a complex culture making it strenuous to start a church. Less than one percent of Japanese people identify as Christians, causing the people of Japan to view Christians as a strange cult. It can take five to seven years of relentless ministry by the pastor before the Spirit will move someone to receive Jesus Christ. The culture has placed numerous barriers to block people from coming to faith. Pastor Yuta, however, is continuously ministering to his congregation even while facing challenges related to Covid restrictions and health conditions with his young children.

				In June of this year, Pastor Yuta shared in his prayer report that he was feeling discouraged and was having negative thoughts that kept coming into his mind suggesting that he would never be a successful pastor. Your prayers and financial support are the immensely encouraging reason that makes it possible for Pastor Yuta to continue to do the Lord’s work in Japan. He is not alone, and when those negative thoughts come into his mind, he counters them with the knowledge that he has a supportive team praying for him.

			

		

		
			
				Pastor Yuta continues faithfully preaching God’s Word and sharing Christ in his community. Even amid his hardships, he continues to put his flock first. He is consistently asking for prayer for church members’ faith to be protected, for them to look to God for strength, and that more people will come to faith.

				He has made good use of his computer for online counseling and ministry to members of the church. He is also focusing his attention on God during this time and emphasizing the need for intensive prayer and the study of God’s Word.

				Pastor Yuta shared with us, “Several years ago, our son was diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder. Recently, we were told that our daughter has the same condition. Both have been diagnosed and can now attend an after-school day service at a facility run by the public sector for children with developmental disabilities. We have been taking our children there twice a week.”

				You can pray for Pastor Yuta and his family and rejoice with his good news, “My son Raiki has been telling me that he wants to be baptized. I plan to start a Scripture study with him to be sure he understands this step of faith.”

				“I have hope in Christ. We are truly grateful for your support and prayers.”

				 - Pastor Yuta Nakayama

			

		

		
			
				He shared his requests for prayer with our partners.

				• Pray that I will focus first on being a true worshipper of God and then as a pastor.

				• Pray that I can sense the presence of the Lord and appropriately lead other worshiper’s hearts to God.

				The government of Japan made restrictions because of the Coronavirus. These restrictions limited gathering at the church. Pastor Yuta shared his solution asking our partners to pray:

				“As we faced these challenges of not being able to gather as a congregation, I felt alone as I prepared for preaching and streaming the messages. I was also all by myself leading the prayer and worship. 

				When I contemplated my negative feelings, I intentionally switched my mind to praying more to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

				Through my sermons, I want to remind people that the source of all our strength is coming from God.” 

			

		

		
			
				STANDING FAITHFUL IN HARD PLACES 
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				In August of 2019, I spent five weeks with our pastors in Uganda. We opened our Bible College with the first class, Introduction to Theology. On this trip, we also held an open-air campaign in a target area where we saw good signs for starting a new church. We introduced the leadership for the new church, Pastor Nicholas. Pastor Onesimus and I proclaimed the gospel to a crowd of several hundred.

				At the end of our campaign, after we had preached the gospel, we gave a call on the people present to come forward if they were willing to turn from the evil activities that they had been living to follow the Holy God through faith in Jesus Christ alone. The decision required them to reject all involvement with witchdoctors and to trust wholly in Jesus alone and not their religious works. Several dozen people made their way forward to an area where our pastors and church leaders from all our ministries were waiting for them. 

				One man was noticeable to me as the people came forward. He was obviously drunk, and I did not know whether he was mocking the others coming 

			

		

		
			
				forward or what his intentions were. We prayed with all the people who had come forward. Our counselors took the responders to the side and spent time sharing individually with each person as our team left the village and headed on to other activities and meetings for the evening. 

				We received good news about the response to the gospel in that village, called Kagashe. So, in November, we returned to Uganda with a short-term team from a local church in Southern California. They spent their first day on home visits in the same village where we intended to start the church. When they came in from their day in the village that night, one of our team members shared a praise report. He expressed that they had visited the home home of a man named Dismus Turyakira. He gave his testimony to them. He was the drunk man who came forward at our campaign in August. He had once been a successful and popular teacher in the local school, but alcohol had ruined his life. He had become a drop-down drunk, often found lying by the dirt road in the gutter in the middle of the day.

			

		

		
			
				“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”

				- 1 John 3:2-3
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				The Gospel Travels Into Far Regions continues...

				That day at the campaign, he came forward and believed the gospel of Jesus Christ. The counselors clearly explained repentance and faith and read many Bible verses with him. He gave his whole life to Jesus. That was the last day he ever drank alcohol. For the next week, he suffered the withdrawals of alcohol poisoning. At one point with his pastor, he fell on his face before God and begged him to remove the immense pain he was suffering because he was committed to never using alcohol again.

				The next day he was sober, and his mind was clear, and the Lord removed from him the terrible pain. But, as amazing as that part of the story is, that is just the beginning of Dismus’ testimony. After that, the Lord began to work in this man’s life. He was an intelligent man and had been a teacher, so he began to work diligently on his land. He planted crops and put his effort into the work that before had fallen to his wife and children alone.

				We started the Kagashe church in January of 2020. Pastor Nicholas continued to minister the gospel to all the people around the community. As time went forward, there became a need to build some shelter on the property we were using, so the people could gather out of the sun and rain for their church meetings. Dismus came forward and shared that he wanted to have a special celebration Sunday to take an offering so the church could buy wood and metal sheets to make a shelter. In addition to the extra offering, he wanted to invite all his extended family and people who knew him in the community. He requested that Pastor Onesimus and Pastor Nicholas would boldly proclaim the gospel to all who attended.

				That Sunday was a tremendous celebration. Many people attended, and more than two dozen received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Some expressed that if God could transform the life of Dismus from a drunkard into a sober, faithful man, then He must be a mighty God that can save any sinner from their sin. The church’s testimony spread far into other communities, and now families from a village that is a two-hour walk have been coming to attend church in Kagashe. So faithful is their attendance and the spread of the gospel in their village, that by God’s grace we desire to start a new church next year in that new village called Katerampungu. The new church will be God’s Embassy Katerampungu.

			

		

		
			
				How You Can Be Involved

				• Pray for the Lord to protect and give strength to new believers when they come to faith out of tremendous wickedness and addictions.

				• Support the ministry of a new pastor to proclaim the gospel in Katerampungu. We need to raise $500 per month so that pastors can work full-time in the ministry. You can establish a recurring monthly gift that will join other partners at our website: https://whitefields.org

				• Share this story with friends or the pastors of your church. Create a prayer group to pray for a pastor on our website. We update the prayer reports every month.
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				White Fields has been praying that we can take the gospel across a bridge from our church in the village of Garuka into a region called Kanungu. God has been answering those prayers. A few months ago, one of our church partners raised funds to support the radio ministry we sponsor for Pastor Onesimus in Uganda. God so richly blessed that offering that we could duplicate our regular radio presentation hosted on a Rukungiri station onto another station covering the Kanungu region across that bridge. So, after a few months of “Grace So Amazing” episodes broadcasting on the new station, we sent a team of pastors into the area along with Pastor Onesimus to find people who were listening to the broadcast. 

				The Lord gathered many people who were excited to meet the pastor whose voice they heard preaching on the radio. The team spent nearly a week ministering to groups of people that had been listening to the radio program. Local villagers prepared food for people to gather so they could listen to the teaching all day long.

				In this region, there have been witchdoctors who keep the people in bondage with demonic spirits. A cult leader convinced nearly a thousand people to gather where he promised to lead them to Jesus, who was coming back to take them; then he set them on fire. To bring the gospel into this place requires diligent teaching and the movement of the Holy Spirit to open hearts to believe the truth.

				After several days of teaching, one-on-one counseling, and open-air campaigns, many people received Jesus as their Lord and Savior, and were ready for our pastoral team to lead them to water and conduct baptisms. Now, we are praying to start a new church in the region. We have chosen the village Kibarama in Kanungu. The name means a “place of eagles” or a “place where eagles play.”

				Pray that God will provide the support for a pastor and his family to work full-time in this new church. God has identified a trained pastor ready to start this new church in January. We are praying for an additional $500 per month to support his family. You can also pray that God will prepare Pastor Able and Pastor Bryan to support this new outreach a few hours from their churches in Kikarara and Garuka.

			

		

		
			
				From the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, we discover that the gospel travels wherever the Holy Spirit guides. There are no geographical or cultural barriers that can stop the message of Good News from penetrating the darkness. 
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				Our White Fields pastors stand strong to serve their congregations in a country torn by violence and persecution. It is no longer safe to travel, and military checkpoints restrict travel in and out of specific regions. Rebel forces fight against the government military, creating even more violence. Our Field Director sent this report:

				“The Army recruits young people to work for them from villages; they force at least three young people per village into compulsory service. The army also kills chickens, pigs, and cows to feed the soldiers without paying the villagers. Therefore, many people flee their villages and run away to safe places. We are under curfew, martial law, and Covid-19 lockdowns, causing all food prices to increase every day. Now is the season for harvest; our people are facing problems to work in fields because of all these lockdowns for many months.”

			

		

		
			
				Yet, in all these trials, they are overcoming because of the grace of God. Our pastors share reports expressing the ministry of their church and that they are growing in many ways. They share these from every area, including the most rural and remote villages. The young people visited several families in one village, shared the gospel, and prayed for their family needs. We praise the Lord that doors were opened for them, and new families also invited them to visit their homes and pray for them. They rely upon God’s strength to conquer all problems of political upheaval and virus infections. The churches continue worship service every Sunday and prayer meetings on Friday night. The believers all need encouragement from the Word of God 

			

		

		
			
				so that they may triumph over such trials and problems. The pastors are there to provide encouragement and relief. 

				Our pastors are not fighting the physical war between the government and the political opposition armies. The pastors have a much greater battle between our enemy and the Lord Jesus Christ. Satan desires to keep people in darkness, and he will use any means to distract them and keep them from finding the truth. One of our pastors shared that in his visits into the neighborhood of his remote village, he met a married couple at one house, and a young man next door who did not know Jesus Christ. They were interested in salvation and wanted to discuss more. 

			

		

		
			
				Our pastor met with them several times, and in each visit, he proclaimed the gospel. After multiple meetings, they received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. This past month our Field Director sat with the new converts and heard their testimonies of faith. He confirmed that they had understood the Scriptures, and their desire to be baptized was due to genuine faith. So together, the churches hosted a baptism of nine individuals from all their ministries. In the face of wars, famine, and infectious disease, these young people found the greatest hope of all—that Jesus came into the world to save sinners, including them.

			

		

		
			
				THE GOSPEL GENERATES COURAGE
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				IN THE FACE OF PERSECUTION

				When the gospel is embraced by faith, in the heart of a believer, no threat of persecution will persuade them to turn away. On the contrary, the grace and courage of our God almighty will sustain them and keep them strong in their faith. Our ministry among the refugees in dominant Muslim countries proves this principle over and over.

				Our pastors and their church members boldly share the gospel amid poverty and dismal living conditions. At the end of Ramadan, the poorest people suffer hunger and struggle immensely because the holiday disrupts the day laborer’s ability to earn enough to eat their daily meal. Our pastors have found, however, that generosity and kindness open doors and are welcomed when relief is given in the name of Jesus.

				Your prayers and support allow this ministry to take place. Together, we can supply the needed relief and support the pastors who give the gospel alongside the physical food. Unfortunately, we cannot show many pictures of the ministers in these countries—for safety concerns—but we assure you, they are diligent ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

				 

			

		

		
			
				We have also launched a special relief effort in this country suffering so much violence and famine. We cannot see our brothers and sisters in need and simply tell them to be warm and filled without offering some assistance. One of our partner churches here in the USA saw the need and responded. They sent funds to provide food to these starving saints. White Fields was able to deliver the funds through our network to get it into the hands of our pastors. In some villages, the military will not allow vehicles to travel. In others, the markets lack any rice or food. Yet, in all these cases, our pastors found ways to bring food to the needy by God’s grace. 

				The church members came one by one, so as not to attract too much attention, and picked up their bags of rice, some cooking oil, packets of salt, and eggs. Every church member repeatedly said, “Give our thanks to the people who demonstrated their love to us.” They also praised God that his servants living so far away cared for them and provided relief to their families.

			

		

		
			
				“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

				- Ephesians 6:12
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				pray to God in the name of Jesus. As a result, many young people have placed their faith in Jesus Christ, and transformation is coming to these families. The parents allow the team to visit and minister because our team brings food and medical relief and, on some special occasions, a treat from Jollibee, a favorite Filipino take-out food. Badjao people are aloof and consider themselves inferior, so you cannot expect them to mingle normally with non-Badjao. But with the spiritual instruction, donations of food, and giving of school supplies, these barriers are being broken.

			

		

		
			
				As a cultural, tribal group, they have long wandered, neighbors chasing them out of other places without the chance of a permanent settlement area. In the tidal pools on the outskirts of Cebu, this Muslim group has built structures above the water on stilts. The floating, rickety homes are unsafe and dilapidated, but they chose to survive in this place because no one else wants to live here.

				Pastor Cris leads our team each week into the midst of these dwellings to minister to the Muslim children and share the gospel. He tells them Bible stories and teaches them to 

			

		

		
			
				You may not be able to accomplish this ministry in person. Traveling to this area and walking onto the planks of sticks to greet the children may not be available to you without being met with suspicion, the leaders wondering why a foreigner is coming to their place. Our Filipino pastors have a more natural opportunity to enter the houses. But you can still be a partner in the ministry with your prayers and support. White Fields has relationships with very committed ministers to fulfill the face-to-face service in their communities.

			

		

		
			
				THE GOSPEL MOTIVATES KINDNESS

			

		

		
			
				The gospel reaches into the deepest crevices of a pastor’s soul. The gospel of Jesus Christ and the example of his ministry to the poor, outcast, and ill people of his day is what motivates our Field Director in the Philippines to lead our pastoral team into the community of the Badjao or Sea Gypsies. They are the poorest of the poor, the “least of these” kinds of people.
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				Our pastors live on sufficient support that merely allows them to exist at the median level of the lower working class. We know the gospel penetrates deep into their hearts because we have observed them sharing those funds with the neediest people in their congregation. We then have confidence that they will use any extra from White Fields, that the Lord provides, to serve others and not themselves. When our generous partners designate gifts to Poverty Solutions, White Fields sends 100% of those funds to provide relief. Together, we can all fulfill our part to serve the saints in the churches and expand the gospel outreach.

				Take the Next Step

				• We have sympathy for poor and needy people. But, if God has given us adequate income to live, we can donate to feed the hungry in Jesus’ name.

				• Pray for Pastor Cris and our pastoral team in the Philippines. Visit our prayer pages at the website: https://whitefields.org/pray/pray-for-a-pastor/philippines/

				• Gather a group of friends and share the prayer page on the website. Ask God to show you how you can be involved in providing relief.

			

		

		
			
				“For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do.”

				- Hebrews 6:10
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				GOSPEL MINISTRY 

				The gospel crosses every cultural barrier and penetrates even the darkest regions with hope and light. These stories from every country we serve give evidence of how God reaches the lost and brings hope, peace, and redemption through the proclamation of Jesus Christ.

				Jesus Christ came to save sinners. The gospel is that Good News transforming the lives of every new believer where we start churches.

				Your partnership is vital to spreading the gospel into new regions. Next year we are prayerfully considering how many new churches we can support. Consider sharing our newsletter with a friend. Ask them to pray about joining our support team. Your prayers and financial gifts expand the outreach of full-time pastors across the next bridge into a community desperately in need of compassion and the proclamation of the truth.

			

		

		
			
				Visit our website https://whitefields.org to pray for a pastor and stay informed with special projects. Together, we will continue to fulfill the Great Commission faithfully until our Lord comes back to bring us all home. One day we will join all the redeemed from every tribe, tongue, and nation to celebrate and worship the Lord. Join us in bringing the gospel to every place on the earth.

			

		

	
		
			
				WHITE FIELDS: SUPPORTING NATIONAL PASTORS since 1956

			

		

		
			
				WHITE FIELDS

				(760) 846-8610

				www.whitefields.org

				www.facebook.com/WhiteFieldsInc/

				P.O. Box 1839 | San Marcos, CA 92079
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